
 

 

   

BIG ISSUE! PEAK OF MASON BEE SEASON! 

WHAT'S IN THIS APRIL 2016 ISSUE 

 MONTHLY TIPS & REMINDERS - Mason bee action! 
 CROWN BEES ON THE RADIO 

 LOANABLE EAST-COAST BEES! HELP RAISE FOR CROWN BEES! 
 ENTER OUR GIVEAWAYS - Working with Seedles Seed Bombs 
 LEAFCUTTER DELAY - The leafcutters may be emerging late this year 
 DAVE HUNTERS NEW BOOK! - Mason Bee Revolution on shelves now! 
 CROWN BEES' THOUGHTS - April: Everyday is Earthday 
 NATIVE-BEE-SHARE SITE - Community Gardens' Adopt-a-Bee program got a face-lift! 
 UNITED NATIONS TAKES NOTICE OF CROWN BEES 
 WILLIAMS HONEY FARM - Saving the world, one company at a time 
 CAN YOU PLEASE RATE US? - We've learned the power of your influence 

  

MONTHLY TIPS & REMINDERS 

http://facebook.com/crownbees
https://twitter.com/crownbees
https://www.instagram.com/crown_bees/


 

  

  

 April is the prime time for mason bee action. If you are only now placing out bees, look at 

last month’s bee-mail. Are your mason bees slow to emerge? Look at this link. Spring mason bees 

should be let loose in April. If you hold them through May, they run out of stored fats and will die in 
your refrigerator. 

 Emergence: Female mason bees emerge from their cocoons and look to mate, find holes to nest in, 

forage, and begin gathering their pollen and nectar mixture.  About 30 trips of flying provides about a 

pea size bit of pollen that is combined with nectar to create a pollen loaf. An egg is laid on the loaf and 

the egg chamber is sealed with clayey mud. You might expect to see a hole completely mudded over 

every day to every third day.  Each hole is finished with an extra thick plug of mud to ward off visiting 
predators. 

 Providing Mud for Masons: Remember about moist, clayey mud. If mud is dry in the afternoon, the 

bees will begin to wander off or will be slower in their reproduction as they have to hunt for good 

mud.  We do have the mud box if you are concerned. Bees are able to choose the sex of their eggs: 

female eggs are fertilized; male eggs are not fertilized. Female eggs are laid on the interior of the 
nesting hole so that they emerge after the male bees. 

 Bee Protection: Protect your bees from visiting birds. Remember that the “birds and the bees” aren’t 

best friends. It’s more likely that bees are flying tasty treats. If you are worried about birds, consider 

placing chicken wire or hardware cloth across the front of your mason bee habitat. Leave about 3” 

(10cm) of space between the holes and the screen. We recommend about a 3/4” hole in the wire cloth 
so that bee wings aren’t damaged as they buzz in and out. 

 Observe with Confidence: Don’t be afraid to get close to your bees. You can visit your bees anytime 

in the day and count how many are nesting by shining a flashlight on the holes in the evening. In the 

morning, the bees will emerge from their holes and sit on the front of their habitat waiting for the 
morning sun to get them active. 

 Nesting Time: Bees may take a bit of time to nest. If all 

parameters are good, available pollen, nesting holes, and good moist, 

clayey mud, your bees should nest in the holes. Remember that 

chemical smells from neighboring yards might cause issues. Don’t feel 

bad if your bees don’t nest. For some reason, some bees just nest 

elsewhere. They might not be in your habitat’s holes, but may be 

nesting in natural holes in your yard. 

  

 New Nesting Tubes: We have had numerous orders of 4mm 

nesting tubes to encourage nesting for the smaller spring mason 

bees Osmia atriventris  and Osmia pumila . Please consider buying 

these if you live in the eastern US. These bees use chewed up vegetation for nesting material. Check 

them out HERE. 

 Getting ready for leafcutter bee season: Your leafcutter bees overwinter as larva and must 

metamorphous to an adult bee prior to emerging from their leafy cocoons. This process takes about 4-

http://crownbees.com/beemail
http://crownbees.com/emerging-mason-bees
http://crownbees.com/shop/accessories/mud-box
http://crownbees.com/shop/nesting-material/easytear4mm
http://crownbees.com/shop/nesting-material/easytear4mm


5 weeks in 84°F (29°C).  

 

If you want your bees active in May, then it's time to harvest cocoons from your leafcutter nesting 

holes. Place the cocoons in a BeeGuardian bag and keep them in a 

warm, dark room. A furnace room or hot water heater room will 

suffice. Periodically look at the cocoons. You'll find weird things 

emerge... other larva, red bugs, parasitic wasps, and more. Remove 

these from the bag. The pests begin to show up around 10-15 days.  

 

When the first male bees begin to emerge, place all cocoons into a 

small container and put them on top of or behind the smaller nesting 

holes. (6mm rather than the 8mm mason bee holes.) Keep cocoons 
out of direct sun. 

 

  

CROWN BEES ON THE RADIO! 

 

Crown Bees will be on a Radio show this weekend! Please tune-in on 
Sunday April 10th at 11am. The show will be LIVE, please follow 

this link!  
  

There will be a Giveaway, so tune-in! 
  

 

TUNE-IN TO 

ARBICO ORGANICS 

RADIO SHOW with 

Crown Bees! 

  

 

Listen and win a BeeHaven! 
Tune in to Arbico Organics weekly radio show for expert advice on 

organic gardening and natural pest control! 

 

 

Host: Sheri Frey 

Time: Sundays 11:00 AM, Central Time 

Listen To Past Shows Here: GCN Network 

Call-In Number: 1-877-300-7645 
 

 

Crown Bees' very 

own  
Charlie Mohr will 

be guest! 
 

Enter 
the Giveaway by 

commenting on 
Facebook! 

 

http://crownbees.com/shop/accessories
http://www.arbico-organics.com/category/easy-organic-gardener
http://gcnlive.com/JW1D/index.php/archivespage?showCode=11


   
 

  

"LOANABLE" EAST-COAST BEES! HELP RAISE FOR 

US! 

  

         

   

 

We had a few amazing east coast Bee BuyBack producers this 

past fall. While this is awesome, we still didn’t receive enough 

eastern bees to place into eastern orchards. As a result, there 

is an opportunity to loan excess mason bees to a few select 

partners who are already doing well with raising mason bees. 

  

If you know that mason bees historically do well in your yard 

and you are willing to foster mason bees, please visit 

this page and fill out a form to let us know how you’ve done. 

  

In particular, the excess bees have been raised between 

Pennsylvania and New York. Please understand this isnôt a 

means of getting free bees.  Rather, you are committing to 

foster mason bees for Crown Bees' bee raising program. 

  

Thank you, 

  

–Dave 

  

 

  

      
 

  

ENTER OUR ONLINE GIVEAWAYS! 

 

http://crownbees.com/free-bees


 

We're excited to tell you about what we have planned 

for this month's giveaways! We've teamed up with 

Seedles, which is a company in southern California 

that makes adorable rainbow-colored seed bombs.  

  

Seed balls are actually an ancient farming technique 

used in Egypt after heavy floods. Seedles' mission is 

to grow one billion wildflowers to help feed all the 

bees and we think their seed bombs are an easy way 

to grow wildflowers in your backyards and gardens.  

 

Once a week, for the month of April, we are giving 

away one BeeHaven kit and one 20-pack of Seedles. 

The first two weeks will feature wildflower seeds 

native to your region. In the third week we will give a 

Hummingbird & Butterfly pack. In the last week we 

will give away an Edible flower pack. Simply like or 

comment to enter and come back every week for 

another chance to win! 

  

Check out our Facebook page.  Find the giveaway-post, then LIKE and Comment to enter! 
 

  

LEAFCUTTER DELAY– LATE EMERGENCE 

 

As Crown Bees continues to grow every January we ensure that we 
revisit why we’re in business.  

• We have to ethical with all we say, do, and sell.  
• We have to tell the truth always.  
• If we learn anything new, we provide that information for free. 
• We continually reinvent our products. Do they all work for the bees? 
Can we do something better? 
Today we’re all about mason bees. In the future we will still be “all about 
mason bees” and add sustainable products.  Our bat house (next 
section) is a good example. 
In the distant future we will be working alongside farmers helping them 
understand about live vs. sterile soil. 
We have intended for our first batch of leafcutter bees to be incubated and ready around May 2nd. 

This might be delayed a bit. 

  

Our leafcutter bees are raised in Saskatchewan and aren't harvested from large blocks of 

polystyrene until the weather is extremely cold. Extremely cold weather has the leafy cocoons hard 

which punch out easily. In contrast, if the weather is warmer, soft leafy cocoons squish when punched 

out. The cocoons are punched out of these blocks without having to open the holes. This provides 

loose cocoons which are sent to farmers in gallons rather than in bee-blocks. (Watch a video of this 

process.) 

  

http://facebook.com/crownbees
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQBzR00l2Ts
https://www.facebook.com/CrownBees/


 
 

 

With global warming, their winter has 

been mild and the leafcutter producers 

punched the cocoons from their blocks 

much later.  

  

We expect our bees here a week or so 

late.  We’ll let everyone know exactly 

when to expect the bees when we 

know our delivery dates. If you are 

expecting bees on the first week of 

May, we’ll coordinate with you 

proactively. 

 
 

  

MY NEW BOOK! 

MASON BEE REVOLUTION 

  

https://youtu.be/mQBzR00l2Ts


 

            

Over the past 8 months I’ve 

teamed with a wonderful writer 

and multiple editors to produce a 

fun and informing mason bee book 

published by Skipstone. 

  

Jill Lightner has used her gift of 

writing to translate my Bee-Mails, 

website thoughts, and many 

interviews into a comprehensive 

book about Crown Bees, our 

mission, our favorite insect and 

many interesting topics around 

native bees. 

  

For those who have written books, 

my hat is off to you. I've edited so 

many pages so many times to 

ensure that the facts are correct, 

the stories are 

interesting/relevant, and the 

chapter is simple to understand. 

That isn't easy... I now have so 

much respect for the words that 

others write! 

  

I've also learned the valuable role 

of an editor. Kate and Mary, thank 

you for your patience. 

  

It was an honor to work alongside 

a gifted writer and extremely 

knowledgeable team of editors. 

Crown Bees has the Mason Bee 

Revolution  

available now on our website. 

 

–Dave 

  

 

  
    

 

  

CROWN BEES' THOUGHTS 

April: Everyday is Earthday  

 

http://crownbees.com/shop/accessories/the-mason-bee-revolution-by-dave-hunter
http://crownbees.com/shop/accessories/the-mason-bee-revolution-by-dave-hunter


 

  

 

  

This year’s Earth Day falls on Friday, April 22, 2016. I recently saw a large mural on the side of a 

barn in Ohio that read: Every Day is Earth Day to a Farmer. I agree with the sentiment and I’m sure 

that you, as a gardener and an early adopter of mason bees, feel similar. 

  

The history of Earth Day and its impact on our current environmental policies is worth a quick read. 

Grassroots movements lead to significant policy changes and I don’t like imagining what our world 

would be like if families didn’t speak out against atrocious pollution like Love Canal nearly 40 years 

ago. 

  

Setting aside a day every year to remind ourselves of the importance of clean water, clean air, and 

healthy plants and animals (insects included!) is necessary. As we strive to live in a sustainable way 

we have to take inventory of what we want to avoid, our future goals and dreams, and ask ourselves 

what we’re doing now. 

  

So what are your plans for Earth Day this year? 

  

And what can you do beyond this one special day of the year? 

  

One idea from us here at Crown Bees is to help spread awareness of the pollination powers of our 

native bees. Connect with us on Facebook and stay tuned for the week leading up to Earth Day. I 

plan on sharing interesting facts that will help our friends and family know pollinators beyond honey 

bees. Every day really is Earth Day! 

  

–Demarus 

  

NATIVE-BEE-SHARE ON THE CROWN BEES SITE 

 

 

We had a program called “Adopt-A-Bee” and rethought its purpose. Our initial intent was to have this 

complete kit in visible common gardens for people to learn about gentle mason and leafcutter bees. 

We now see a greater purpose in this product; a means to share bees between gardeners and 

community 

http://www.earthday.org/about/the-history-of-earth-da/
http://crownbees.com/native-bee-share


 

garden patches across the country. Many gardeners can gain pollination from 

commonly-shared mason or leafcutter bees.  Community garden coordinators 

are gathering funds from their community and 

taking ownership for ensuring the bees are cared for.  

  

The name of our new community garden program is Native Bee Share. 

  

Community, public, and school gardens all qualify for the Native Bee Share 

program. The Native Bee Share product is priced at wholesale and is not for 

sale for individual gardeners. It’s our means of giving back and applauding 

the food-growing communities across the continent. Please respect our 

decision to not sell this product to individuals, and let your community food-

growing networks know about this opportunity! 

  

If you would like more informational pieces about our program, please follow the link below to 

download a brochure to share with your community. 

(Read more and participate here.) 

  

  

  

http://crownbees.com/native-bee-share
http://crownbees.com/native-bee-share


UNITED NATIONS TAKES NOTICE 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  Crown Bees was recently approached by the United 

Nations to place mason and leafcutter bees in their 

garden. Not only are we honored to team with them, 

but this also allows our world mission to accelerate. Our 

mission is to help the world gain more food through 

using the right bee on the right crop. 

  

Honey bees are a wonderful and very sophisticated 

pollen-gathering bee. Unfortunately, they are too 

efficient with gathering pollen and as such are not great 

pollinators. Rather, we have learned and can teach that 

there are bees less sophisticated that carry pollen dry 

on their abdomens which make them superior 

pollinators. 

  

While there are more ground nesting bees in the world, 

they can’t be picked up and moved from here to there. 

Bees that nest in holes can be moved from raising 

environments to nearby farms. 

  

We hope visiting dignitaries strolling through the UN 

garden can learn by watching the flying bees and return 

home with our simple message and begin to raise hole-

nesting bees native to their countries.  

  

Charlie will be giving presentation to the UN gardening 
community. 

 

  

WILLIAMS HONEY FARM! 

Saving the World, One Company at a Time  

 

 

  

  

Crown Bees has recently begun teaming with Jay from Williams Honey Farm. We had enough extra 

mason bees to send to Williams Honey Farm in Tennessee. About 5,000 mason bees are now actively 

pollinating organic strawberry fields around Nashville. Way to go Jay Williams! Williams Honey Farm is 

a great influence in the world of pollinators and raising awareness of pollinators' importance and 

impact globally. 

http://t.ymlp94.com/eywyazaemyyhagaeqbacauqhjq/click.php
http://williamshoneyfarm.com/


  

No pollinators, no food. It's as simple as that. Check out Williams Honey Farm, they are a nationally 

distributed company with high quality award-winning products! 
  

  

 

RATE US PLEASE! 

  

 
 

We're trying hard to help people understand the value of native bees as well as sustainable practices 

that enhance our planet rather than harm.  The Crown Bees team is very active with Facebook and has 

great conversations with all who comment. You may not be aware that Facebook only shows a small 

percentage of our posts on your wall. If we pay, a higher percentage shows up.  Good for Facebook as it 

helps them be profitable. 

 

We can also gain more views if our rating is good. Under the reviews tab, please take a few seconds to 

rate us! We truly appreciate this! 

  

Google also has reviews! Please find us and rate our company!  

  

 
 

    

 

ṉ Call 1.425.949.7954 

http://facebook.com/crownbees/reviews
https://www.google.com/#q=crown+bees
http://facebook.com/crownbees
https://twitter.com/crownbees
https://www.instagram.com/crown_bees/


 
Based in Woodinville, Washington, we are a company that's trying to make an impact, learn, solve a 

looming food shortage problem, and bring light to important sustainable topics. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

 ʃThe Crown Bees Team 

Dave, Debbie, Charlie, Tim, Marci, Billie, Danielle, Emily, Demarus, and Kyle 
  

 
  

 

  

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

http://crownbees.com/

