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How to place and setup each nesting station 
 Each kit contains a durable bin that acts as both a shipping/storage container and a 

weatherproof bee shelter. Holes have been drilled in the bottom and labeled. 5 wood trays, zip 

ties to hold the house to T stakes (not supplied), a cocoon tray, precut chicken wire to place in 

the face of the house for bird protection. Attractant and mud missing from photo (from spring 

kit) 

 

 Position the house so that the front faces the morning sun and will be about пΩ off the ground. 

Ensure that the house ǿƻƴΩǘ be obstructed by trees or other tall growing plants. You ŘƻƴΩǘ want 

to move it. Think through tractor or farm equipment maneuvering requirements. 

 Hammer in one T stake and position the bee shelter up against the T stake. The T stake should 

be behind the bee shelter outer lip. Position the second T stake on the opposite side, move the 

bee shelter out of the way and hammer in the second T stake.  
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 Make sure the bee shelter bottom is on the lower side. There are holes drilled in it to allow 

rainwater to fall out. Lift  the bee shelter up and use a zip tie to secure one T stake to the shelter. 

Secure the other T stake and finish attaching the other zip ties. 

  

Rain drain hole in  backs ide.  Holes for putting zip ties through to the T stakes. 
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 The wood nesting trays are placed in the back of the house with the holes facing outwards. The 

cocoon tray will sit on top of the wood trays. 

 

 Position the chicken wire in the front of the bee shelter. This will need to come on and off 

several times as bees arrive. 

 When the bees arrive, squirt the appropriate spring or summer InvitaBee on the face of the 

trays using all the attractant. It should dry within minutes. When your cocoons arrive, place 

them in the fridge just prior to setting them out in the field (15 minutes).  This settles them 

down so they ŀǊŜƴΩǘ flying out right away.  Place your cocoons in the nesting tray.   Place the 

cocoons in the cocoon tray either late in the evening or early morning. This assists with nesting. 

The bees will have already emerged, or will emerge over the next few weeks. Try to keep the 

cocoons out of direct sun as this will bake your bees. 
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Secure the top cover either horizontally by placing a paint stick wedged in the top cover, or 

secure it to the T stake. 

 

That’s it! Move on to the next shelter… 

 

 

For more questions, reach us at pollination@crownbees.com 

The Crown Bees team 


